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advised propaganda, the arrogant or simply insolent
conduct of a few British or English-speaking Canadian
officers, the refusal to group French Canadian soldiers
into one brigade commanded by generals of their own
race and language,5 the measures taken by Ontario
against the French language school: all these things
had contributed to chill the enthusiasm of the people
of Quebec who, in any case, were inclined to think first
of their parish, their province, and their country, and
who were in no way prepared to admit that Canada's
frontier was on the Rhine. Thus when a good part of
the English language press of Canada undertook to
read a lesson to the Quebec habitant, "the sacred
union" of August 1914 became only a beautiful dream.
The old, always latent, race animosity reappeared in
answer to the appeal to fanaticism.

In this overheated atmosphere the federal elections
took place. Laurier, who had just reached his 76th
year, stumped the country from Vancouver to Halifax.
He was received with respect, even enthusiasm, but the
vote was against him; for a vote for Laurier, so said his
Conservative and Liberal opponents, was a vote for
Germany. Returned to power by an enormous
majority, except of course in the province of Quebec,
where it had been unable to elect a single one of its
French-speaking candidates, the Union Government,
led by Borden, began immediately to apply the con-
scription law with excessive severity. The tone of the
press did little to ease the situation. On II November,
1918, fortunately, victory rewarded the efforts of the

5 The heroic 22nd Regiment whose ranks were completely
filled ten times was the only speciScally French Canadian unit sent
to the front.